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● Look for examples of a person providing or 
consulting a piece of evidence or information

● Look for examples of someone making a decision 
based on evidence (regardless of whether the 
decision was good or bad)

Case Study 



https://bit.ly/HSV2250Case 

https://bit.ly/HSV2250Case


Case Study - look for examples of: 

● Eyewitness testimony and physical evidence
● Academic research studies (peer review)
● Legal decisions
● Census data, public municipal data
● Expert reports (this is a hard one!)



● Scholarly research 
○ Original research study
○ Primary vs secondary research
○ Note: Often requires subscription

● Database > Journal > Article 
○ Peer Review



● Non-scholarly information 
○ News article (may be free or subscription online)

○ Nonprofit or NGO report (typically free online)

○ Government report or data (typically free online)



Search “Social Work” and [your topic]

Basic search Advanced search

www.wmich.edu/library

http://www.wmich.edu/library


.gov = government websites

.michigan.gov = Michigan 
government websites

.org = possibly nonprofit or 
NGO

www.google.com/advanced_search

https://www.google.com/advanced_search


● Scholarly Resources
○ Library Search (Advanced)

● Government and Policy Info
○ Example: Pew Research Center

● News and Current Events
○ Example: CQ Researcher

http://libguides.wmich.edu/SocialWork/

http://libguides.wmich.edu/SocialWork/


Questions?

Dianna Sachs, Health and Human Services Librarian

Email: dianna.sachs@wmich.edu 

Appointments: https://wmich.libcal.com/appointments/sachs 

mailto:dianna.sachs@wmich.edu
https://wmich.libcal.com/appointments/sachs


Citation and Formatting



Why we cite

● Scholarly conversation
○ Track the threads of the conversation
○ Enable your reader or audience find the original sources
○ Add new ideas

● Intellectual property
○ Give attribution to original source
○ Make clear delineation between your work and your sources
○ Avoid plagiarism



Quoting, Paraphrasing, and Summarizing

● Quoting: directly copying the words of a source
○ Use quotation marks
○ Use direct quotations sparingly

○ Use only when absolutely necessary to include the original author’s phrasing

● Paraphrasing: restate the specific point(s) of a source
○ Contextualizes the information from your source
○ Most common way of integrating information into your paper
○ Changing a few words is not enough! 

● Summarizing: restate the main ideas of a source (or section of a 
source)
○ Contextualizes the information from your source (who said it, when, and where)



Paraphrasing - it’s hard, but you can do it!

1. Identify the exact section you want to paraphrase
2. Read the section well to understand it thoroughly
3. Cover the original text and write the ideas in your own words
4. Change the order of ideas and the sentence structure
5. Check the source to be sure you kept the original meaning
6. It’s ok to reuse special terminology that cannot be replaced
7. If you need to repeat words, place them in quotation marks
8. Cite the original source



Database

Journal

Article



In-text citation

Reference list entry



In-text citations

● Provide in-text citation for each idea that you quote, 
paraphrase, or summarize

● Typical formats: 
○ (author, date) 
○ (author, date, page) 
○ (author, date, paragraph)

● Based around author of source



Examples

Mexico City was built by the Spanish over the ruins of earlier 
Aztec cities (Hidalgo, 2016).

The encomienda system “was the first codified set of laws 
governing the behavior of Spanish colonists in the New World” 
(Hidalgo, 2016, p. 71).



Examples

Two authors:

A well-known study argued that social class is rapidly becoming 
obsolete (Calvert & Liu, 1987).

Three or more authors: 

The concept of social class is rapidly becoming obsolete (Calvert et 
al., 1987).



Examples

Group (corporate) authors: 

First-generation college students face many obstacles as they work to 
complete their degrees (Western Michigan University, 2018).



In-text citation

Reference list entry



Reference list citations

● Elements of a citation
○ author: Who is responsible for this work?
○ date: When was this work published?
○ title: What is this work called?
○ source: Where can I retrieve this work?

● Note: Format changes if an element is missing 



Examples

Whole authored book (entire book by same author)

Sapolsky, R. M. (2017). Behave: The biology of humans at our best and worst. 
Penguin Books.

Journal Article: 

Grady, J. S., Her, M., Moreno, G., Perez, C., & Yelinek, J. (2019). Emotions in 
storybooks: A comparison of storybooks that represent ethnic and racial 
groups in the United States. Psychology of Popular Media Culture, 8(3), 
207–217. https://doi.org/10.1037/ppm0000185



Examples

Webpage of a website

World Health Organization. (2018, May 24). The top 10 causes of death. 
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/the-top-10-causes-of-
death 

Note: you do not need a citation when referring to an entire website. Instead, 
include web URL in your text. 

I regularly read The New York Times (https://www.nytimes.com/). 

https://www.nytimes.com/


Reference List Tips

● Include a reference list entry for every in-text citation
● List references in alphabetical order
● List authors of a publication in the order they appear to 

give proper credit (do not alphabetize them within your 
reference)



Identifying sources type is hard!



Other APA guidelines and standards

● Paper formatting
● Headings  
● Tables and figures
● Reporting standards for research
● Writing style and grammar
● Bias-free language guidelines
● Publication process



More help

● Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association
○ https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines 

● WMU Libraries - APA Citation Guide
○ https://libguides.wmich.edu/citing/APA 

● APA Style
○ https://apastyle.apa.org/ 

● Excelsior OWL - APA Style
○ https://owl.excelsior.edu/citation-and-documentation/apa-style/  

● Purdue OWL - APA Style
○ https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_style_introd

uction.html 

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines
https://libguides.wmich.edu/citing/APA
https://apastyle.apa.org/
https://owl.excelsior.edu/citation-and-documentation/apa-style/
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_style_introduction.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_style_introduction.html


Article discussion

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19G-MaotieA-hSRl7hch0B0QLZl8dvJaejfrho-o
oR24/edit?usp=sharing 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19G-MaotieA-hSRl7hch0B0QLZl8dvJaejfrho-ooR24/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19G-MaotieA-hSRl7hch0B0QLZl8dvJaejfrho-ooR24/edit?usp=sharing

